The Bloody Assize

eighty or ninety men, and a white apron for colours, and
perhaps 160 club-men with green boughs in their hats,
were all the army gathered in the town. Under these
circumstances the citizens were by no means enthusiastic
about Monmouth's return.

They had proclaimed him King only ten days ago, they
had given money, men and munitions, and sent him away
with their blessing on his journey to London to take his
seat upon the throne. And now their King was returned
to them with only a remnant of his forces and the regular
troops at his heels, ready if they could to give him battle,
to destroy him and his army, and then to take vengeance
on the country that had given him support.
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